A CHANCE encounter with some Gape Town
acrobats has propelled this local boy from
homeless teenager to prniessional eircus
performer.

Five years ago, Jacobus Classen, 19, was barely surviving
on the streats of Paarl.

Then one day he stumbled upon an outreach pru}a’ﬂlkn\= called
Secunil ClfsgEenea byl Zip Zap Circus School, an tion
rablished by trapess artisc Rront van Renshurgand nm wite,

T mex the peaple from Zip Zap while [ was stuying in a hostel
for homeless kids. T used to do tumbles and things like that so [
thaught 1 weuld try out the acrobatics in this Second Chance
programme, My Lifc has been different ever since,” says Jacohus

Toda, Jacobus is living in Zip Zap's tesidence halls in Cape
Town while he continues his circus education.
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walks of life the chance to
learn the art of circus per-
formance — free of charge.

“Zip Zup hus taken me to a
place most homeless children
never get the chance to g0, 1
now [ am very lucky and [
want to make the most of this
opportunity”
Brent founded: Zip Zap
Circus School in
Since then it has offered
thousands of children from all

Based in the Foreshore in Cipe
Town, children from some of the
orest and richest areas
can come together at their big
top tent o learn the art of acro
batics, trapeze.and other circus-
velated skills.
““Here we also help to break
down the racial barriers,”
Brent says.
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“Everyone is tmated the
same and the
learn to trust
because when
forming acrobatic
is véry often in the hands of
ather people.”
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Street kid now a travelling acrobat
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He is now a profiessional acro-
bat and trapeze artist and
s takien pare in; mm across
Eusope jor the 5
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when I got involved witl
Zap and I think they have
saved my life. Many of my
friends growing up have got
involved with drugs, gone to
prison an een killed

Ty gangsters,” he savs.
“I would prebably have
ended up Jike them.”




